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American Life In Poetry

BY TED KOOSER,
U.S. POET
LAUREATE,
2004-2006
We mammals
ferociously  protective
young,
we all know not to

are

of our and

wander in between a
sow bear and her cubs.
Here Minnesota poet
Gary Dop, without a
moment’s hesitation,

throws himself into

the water to save a
frightened child.
Father, Child, Water
I lift your body to the
boat
before you drown or
choke or slip too far

beneath. [ didn’t think-
-just jumped, just did

what I did like the
physics

that flung you in. My
hands clutch under

year-old arms,
between your life

jacket and  your
bobbing frame, pushing
you,

like a fountain cherub,

up and out.

I'm fooled by the
warmth pulsing from
the gash on my thigh,

sliced wide and clean

by an errant screw on
the stern.

No pain. My legs kick
out blood below.

My arms strain
against our deaths to
hold you up

as I lift you, crying,
reaching, to the boat.
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August 29, 1962: Robert Frost
left for a tour of the Soviet Union
sponsered by the U. S. State
Department, at the age of 88.

August 31, 1688: John Bunyan,
who wrote “Pilgrim’s Progress”
died at age 60 after riding from
Reading to London in the rain.

September 1, 1875: The creator
of Tarzan, Edgar Rice Burroughs,
was born in Chicago.

September2,1666: In London, the
Great Fire began. It was estimated
to have destroyed four fifths of the
city after four days.

September 3, 1849: Author of

“The Country of the Pointed Firs,”

ﬁlar_ah Orne Jewett was born in
aine.

September 3, 1864: Leo Tolstoy
mag:ned he was confronting
death when he seemed to be

seized with terror in a country
inn.

Chasing Rainbows

After a summer shower, often a
rainbow spans the heavens. No
beauty can surpass this heavenly
splendor.

Remember when the promise was:
“Go to theend of the rainbow; there
you will find a pot of gold.”

Chasing rainbows after the shower
was delightful, though no treasure
was ever found. There was the thrill
of crossing the meadows where
the clover was wet with raindrops;
the buttercups were blooming; the
butterflies were feasting on the
damp wild flowers; a small cottontail
bunny gathered up a fresh treat of
sparkling grasses; a song bird in a
distant oak tree was heard trilling
his love song.

NowtodayIrealize I found atreasure
of beauty that cannot be forgotten.
Years have passed. The pot of gold
is no longer important; but the
search for the end of the rainbow is
a memory that never fades.

- Johnnie Elma Anderson
Midland, Texas

The pen is mightier than the sword.

--WANTED--

Submissions sought 20 lines,

to: double spaced or less
Star Poetry
P.O. Box 29 Fiction or Non
Eastland, TX 76448  Each entry with
email: thebairdspotlight Il:).::}f; Allbll(:lgl:.;:p ll;i
@att.net

family oriented; no
smut, slander or
liable material.
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Contacts of interest for writers:

NFSPS Poetry
Contests for 2008
Madelyn Eastlund

310 South Adams Street
Beverly Hills, Florida 34465

S.A.S.E, for returns

Poetry Society of Texas
Membership Committee
Lee Carroll
3909 Gable Lane, #611

Fort Worth, Texas 76155
leecarroll.fwps@gmail.com

WANTED: Poetry and/or short stories
for this page each week.
Mail to: Star P.O. Box 29 Eastland, TX

76448 or e-mail to thebairdspotlight@att.

net

Writers And Poets!

The Eastland/Callahan County Newspapers an-
nounce that the Baird Star will be publishing sub-
mitted poetry and short stories. We will also be
publishing a literary journal in the near future.

1. We ask for first-time publishing rights. All
other rights will remain with the author.

2. There will be no payment, but you will get
your works before the general public. We will
be sending sample copies to other organiz-
tions, the literary world and libraries for their
archives and your notoriety.

3. Short stories should be brief. Poetry should
be no longer than 24 lines.

4. Each submission should be typewritten, single
spaced, with author’s name and contact infor-
mation in the top right hand corner. You must
include a SASE for the return of the submis-
sion.

5. Please address all submissions to:

Literary Editor
Eastland/Callahan County Newspapers
P. O. Box 29
Eastland, TX 76448
email: thebairdspotlight@ att.net
Fax: 254-629-2092
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