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BY TED KOOSER, U.S.
POET LAUREATE, 2004-
2006

So often, reading a poem
can in itself feel like a thing
overheard.

Here, Mary-Sherman
Willis of Virginia de-
scribes the feeling of be-
ing stilled by conversation,
in this case barely audible
and nearly indecipherable.

The Laughter of
Women

From over the wall I
could hear the laughter of
women

in a foreign tongue, in the
sun-rinsed air of the city.

They sat (so I thought)
perfumed in their hats and
their silks,

in chairs on the grass
amid flowers glowing and
swaying.

One spoke and the others
rang like bells, oh so witty,

like bells till the sound
filled up the garden and
lifted

like bubbles spilling over
the bricks that enclosed
them,

their happiness holding
them, even if just for the
moment.

Although I did not un-
derstand a word they were
saying,

their sound surrounded

me, fell on my shoulders and
hair,
and burst on my cheeks like
kisses, and continued to fall,
holding me there where I
stood on the sidewalk listen-
ing.

As I could not move, I had
to hear them grow silent,

and adjust myself to the
clouds and the cooling air.

The mumble of thunder
rumbled out of the wall

and the smacking of drops
as the rain fell everywhere.

American Life in Poetry is
made possible by The Poetry
Foundation

(www.poetryfoundation.
org), publisher of Poetry
magazine. It is also

supported by the Depart-
ment of English at the Uni-
versity of Nebraska-Lincoln.

Poem copyright (c) 2007
by Mary-Sherman Willis.
Reprinted from “The

Hudson Review,” Vol. LX,
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Mary-Sherman Willis. In-
troduction copyright (c) 2008
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The introduction’s author,
Ted Kooser, served as United
States Poet

Laureate Consultant in

Poetry to the Library of Con-
gress from 2004-2006.

We do not accept unsolic-

ited manuscripts.

Amazing Love

As we go down life’s highways
The joy and blessing we receive
Comes from a loving father
Who supplies our evey need.

Amazing love what a blessing
That we may seek and find
That His love is always with us
Through out all time.

We know His love is with us

Througb
The bi
With early morning rain.

out every living thing
irds singing sweetly

When they close the final curtins

And your eyes are closed in

eace

His amazing love with be wit
Through out all eternity.

Bob Harbin
Eastland, Texas
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June 27, 1880: Helen Keller was born
in Tuscumbia, Alabama. A victim of
Scarlet Fever at the age of 19 months, she
was deaf, mute and blind. She later wrote
about her isolated life in The World I Live
In. Attributed to her is the statement: “I
cannot do much,...but what I can do, I
will do.”

June 28, 1888: Robert Louis Stephenson
departed San Francisco on his first
voyage to the South Pacific.

June 29, 1613: During a performance
of Shakespeare’s “Henry VIII’”, the Globe
Theatre in London caught fire and burned
to the ground.

June 30, 1936: Macmillan & Company
published Gone With the Wind, by
Margaret Mitchell. It sold 50,000 copies
in one day, at one point.

July 2, 1961: Born in a small town in
the Black Forest was German novelist
Hermann Hesse, who will receive the
Nobel Prize for Lierature.

Words You Can Use:

Spectocloacaphobia: a noun
denoting a condition of fear thatyour
eyeglasses will fall into a sewer.
Roxburghe: a type of bookbinding
that features gilt lettering, plain
leather backs, with paper sides.

Sesquipedalian: along word from
Latin origins that refers to long
words or speeches, often used
in elections years by some news
writers.

Bathysiderodromophobia: a
fear of metros, undergrounds and
subways. Even with many fellow
rhyme words, it is not often found
in poetry.
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The pen is mightier than the sword.
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Contacts of interest for writers:

Poetry  Society of
NFSPS Poetry Texas
Contests for 2008 Membership Committee
Madelyn Eastlund Lee Carroll

3909 Gable Lane, #611
310 South Adams Street Eort  Worth. . Texas
Beverly Hills, Florida 76155
34465 lceoenclarrollprs@gmall

Contests and Prizes:

Poetry: The University of Akron Press is offering
the Akron Poetry Prize for poet’s writing in English.
$1,000.00 and Publication of his or her book is
available to the winner. Manuscripts must be
postmarked between May 15 and June 30 of each
year. Other manuscripts may also be considered for
publication in the series. For further questions on
the submission of manuscripts to visit the website
http://www3.uakron.edu/uapress/poetryprize.html
or contact:

Series Editor Elton Glaser
University of Akron Press

Rhymes To Use:

Pannic
Tannic
Organic
Tyrannic
Volcanic

Fenny
Jenny
Penny
Many

Orange

Writers And Poets!

The Eastland/Callahan County Newspapers an-
nounce that the Baird Star will be publishing sub-
mitted poetry and short stories. We will also be
publishing a literary journal in the near future.

1. We ask for first-time publishing rights. All
other rights will remain with the author.

2. There will be no payment, but you will get
your works before the general public. We will
be sending sample copies to other organiz-
tions, the literary world and libraries for their
archives and your notoriety.

3. Short stories should be brief. Poetry should
be no longer than 24 lines.

4. Each submission should be typewritten, single
spaced, with author’s name and contact infor-
mation in the top right hand corner. You must
include a SASE for the return of the submis-
sion.

5. Please address all submissions to:

Literary Editor
Eastland/Callahan County Newspapers
P. O. Box 29
Eastland, TX 76448
email: thebairdstar @yahoo.com
Fax: 254-629-2092
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